April Newsletter & Upcoming Events

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 2010

Thai New Year
Celebration Meal on

Sunday, April 4th at
2:30 PM -

Board Meeting on
Sunday, April 4th
during the Thai New
Year Celebration

Bowling on Saturday,
April 10th beginning at
4:45 PM at the Mission
Hills Bowl in Mission
Hills.

Asian
Comedy Night on
Saturday, April 17th at

7:30 PM featuring
COLD TOFU IMPROV

Museum Outing and
Brunch on Sunday,
April 18th - TBA

Movie/Potluck on
Saturday, April 24th at
6:30 PM TBA

HIV Support Group

Asian/Pacific Gays and Friends
April Newsletter

GAY NEWS HOME AND ABROAD
submitted by Roy Liebman

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Federal health officials said they would revisit the 27 year old restriction
on blood donations by gay men. During the first years of the AIDS crisis a
lifetime ban was placed on donations from gay men if they had had sex with
another man since 1977. The Red Cross and other groups have urged
loosening the restrictions if men have refrained from gay sex for a minimum
of one year. The American Medical Association has recommended a five-
year waiting period.

MILITARY

The Commandant of the Marine Corps is the first military leader to
openly state his opposition to ending "Don't Ask, Don't Tell." He said
emotion and politics should be eliminated from the issue and that the only
criterion should be whether it enhances the military's capability. Michael
Mullen, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, approves of ending the
policy. Other high-ranking military officials have taken no definite stand on
the issue but have expressed doubts over ending the policy while America
is engaged in two wars. Ray Odierno, commander of troops in Iraq, has
said that everyone, regardless of orientation, should be allowed to serve.
The Pentagon is supposed to be conducting a yearlong study on the issue.

THE CHURCH

The Episcopal Church gave final approval to the ordination of Canon
Mary Glasspool, a Lesbian, to be a bishop in the Los Angeles diocese. She
is the first openly gay person to be ordained since 2003, when Gene
Robinson was named a bishop in New Hampshire. She is also one of first
two women to be ordained a bishop in L.A. in the past 114 years.

CALIFORNIA

The father of a Los Angeles private school student sued several of his
son's classmates and their parents for cyber-bullying, claiming that they had
posted anti-gay slurs and death threats against his son on his website. He
accused them of hate crimes, defamation and infliction of emotional
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| recently discovered the work of a very talented Asian American
painter by the name of Mian Situ. His paintings are notable in that they
fill the gap in the consciousness of most Americans about the important
role of Chinese immigrants in the development of the western frontier in
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. One gets a feeling of the
aspirations, ambitions, challenges, and daily life of the subjects in these
beautifully done paintings.

In his painting "Golden Mountain," | found the Pacific equivalent of
immigrants catching sight of the Statue of Liberty from their ships. In this
case, the Chinese passengers on the ship have sighted the mountains
of the San Francisco Bay area. You can see the huddled masses on the
deck of the ship, men, women, and children. Some of the passengers
excitedly point towards shore, eager to step foot on solid ground after
many weeks at sea.

In Situ’s painting "Golden Spike Ceremony", we see what looks like a
festive official ceremony marking the meeting of the railroad lines that
connected the American continent between the eastern United States
and the West. The sweat and hard work of many laborers, mostly
immigrants like the Irish and Chinese, made it possible. Yet the Chinese
laborer is mostly left out of the recognition and celebration, except for
the two lone Chinese men standing off to the right in the painting. Is this
subtle portrayal by Mian Situ intentional?

In "Convergence of Cultures," the Chinese immigrants in their native
dress mix freely in the streets with other peoples and cultures of
America. It shows a period in America where the vitality, energy, and
diversity that the new arrivals bring serves as another building block that
will help transform an emerging United States into a rising economic
power.

Finally, in "San Francisco, April 18,1906," we see the aftermath of the
disastrous San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, the devastation of the
aftermath and its effect on the people of San Francisco. Disaster does
not discriminate. Flames and billowing smoke can be seen in the
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background as a Chinese grandmother gathers her grandchildren to
evacuate to them safety.

Mian Situ is a fascinating artist and, if you get a chance, take a look
at his artwork and you may find it a wonderful discovery as | have. You
can find his work at: http://www.miansitu.net/36/lp_3071/skin_/fs_/Ig_en/

pg artist-collectionpaintings.html

A/PGF Rap
submitted by Roy Liebman

Another lively and well-attended A/PGF rap session was held in March in
West Hollywood. For the first time attendees were asked to bring their own
ideas for the rap and two very interesting topics were discussed. The

first considered ways in which to keep a gay romantic relationship going
strong, and the second concerned issues of aging gays, including where
older gays might ultimately choose to live. Thanks to all the men who
enthusiastically participated in this rap. There was some sentiment
expressed for having rap sessions more frequently (we have had about two
a year on average) and the facilitator is seeking ideas for future topics and
people willing to host the group.

All A/PGF members and friends are encouraged to participate in these
always provocative discussions. If you have ideas for future topics, are
willing to occasionally host, or just want to ask a question or make a
comment, please contact the rap facilitator roy@apgf.org.

HOMOSEXUALITY IN CHINA
by Professor Walter L Williams

USC Professor Walter L. Williams was quoted extensively in an article
about the growing social acceptance of lesbians and gay men in China, that
was published in the March 10, 2010 issue of US-CHINA TODAY.
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Dr. Williams was involved in the successful campaign to persuade the
China Psychiatric Association to remove homosexuality from its list of
mental disorders. As a result of the CPA vote, the government of China
changed its policy and ordered all governmental agencies and local police
departments in China to cease arrest and persecution campaigns targeting
homosexuals.

This article, titled "Homosexuality in China" by Steffi Lau, also quoted
several of Williams' fieldwork contacts in China. It can be seen online at:

http://www.uschina.usc.edu/article @usct?homosexuality in china 14740.
aspx

For more information about Williams' work in China and also in
Malaysia, see the lead article in the March 2009 issue of the academic
journal NEBULA, which can be accessed online at http://nobleworld.biz/

volume 6 number 1.

Support Our Sponsor

(# Prudential

California Realty

JOHN AARDE DIVISION

David Lao & Pei Chang

Phone: (626) 922-4268
www.davidandpei.com

Asian/Pacific Gays and Friends, 7985 Santa Monica Blvd, Suite 109, Box 443, West Hollywood, CA
90046

www.apdgf.org

Forward to a Friend

SmartUnsubscribesm

This email was sent to events@apgf.org by events@apgf.org powered b'!-"‘ )
o | o M RatePoint
Update Profile/Email Address | SmartUnsubscribes™ from this list | Privacy Policy Trv it FREE!
g !

http://campaigns.ratepoint.com/campaigns/d214b...0d1607?pm=1&r=bff418ce72c65315b6ff2d94fc4a2e19 (5 of 5) [3/29/2010 9:38:55 PM]


http://www.uschina.usc.edu/article@usct?homosexuality_in_china_14740.aspx
http://www.uschina.usc.edu/article@usct?homosexuality_in_china_14740.aspx
http://nobleworld.biz/
http://www.apgf.org/
http://subscribe.ratepoint.com/unsubscribe/19847?c=d214b7a313027022e160dd05790d1607&e=events%40apgf.org&pm=1
mailto:events@apgf.org
mailto:events@apgf.org
http://www.ratepoint.com?src=nll&cid=d214b7a313027022e160dd05790d1607/
http://subscribe.ratepoint.com/permission/19847?e=events%40apgf.org&pm=1
http://subscribe.ratepoint.com/unsubscribe/19847?c=d214b7a313027022e160dd05790d1607&e=events%40apgf.org&pm=1
https://www.ratepoint.com/privacy/

